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INTRODUCTION
This document is the result of hard work and determination of the members of the Arenac
County Planning Commission, in particular, its chairperson, Joseph Sancimino. He firmly
believed that Arenac County and its communities needed an overall county plan that would act
as a guide for an all-encompassing map for the future. Even though all but one of Arenac’s
communities, have their own zoning, there was no overall plan to act as a guide for the county.
With this in mind, in the fall 2008, he contacted the then East Central MI Regional Planning
Commission (now known as East MI Council of Governments) and asked assistance in
developing a grant request to the Saginaw Chippewa Tribe. The grant was written and
submitted. In the fall of 2009, the Tribe granted the request for money to write a master plan.
Also in the fall of 2009, East MI Council of Governments started working with the Arenac County
Economic Development Corporation, and its Chairperson, Curt Hillman, who was asking for
guidance in developing a plan for economic developing the County. A grant request was
developed and submitted to the United States Department of Agriculture Rural Development.
The request was granted.
Because the public’s opinions, needs and desires should be an important element in any
planning, whether land use or economic development, and because the two elements are
closely tied to one another, a survey instrument was created. The results were to act as a guide
for both entities.
Content input for the survey was mainly from the Arenac County Planning Commission, with
added input from the Arenac County Economic Development Corporation, the Arenac County
Board of Commissioners and the Arenac County Recreational Authority. The survey instrument
was then developed by East MI Council of Governments.
The 2010 Arenac County Resident Survey was sent out during the summer of 2010, analyzed
during the fall and results used as the basis for this document.
This document also contains the Arenac County Strategic Economic Development Plan
developed by the Arenac County Strategic Economic Development Plan, which used both the
Master Plan data and its survey in developing its plan. This Plan is listed under Part Three - The
Future.
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I.

What is A Master Plan

The Difference between Planning and Zoning
In Michigan land development regulation is generally a local responsibility. There are two
elements to this regulation; a master or comprehensive plan and a zoning ordinance. The two
documents are inter-related, but are very different, in purpose, scope and timeline.
The purpose of a master plan is for a community to know: Where it was – Where it is - Where it
wants to go in the future.
Planning is an attempt to guide and predict a community’s growth, development and change
over a relatively long time.
It is the basis for all the actions and decisions aimed at the protection and improvement of a
community’s quality of life. Master plans are developed within a relatively broad framework
whose aim is to formulate the coordination of policies, programs and capital improvements
within their community.
Because of this, it is vital to obtain residents’ input on what needs and services are important to
them.

A Master or Comprehensive Plan is the legal basis for zoning and identifies land for
development and land for preservation.

Zoning:
Is a community’s set of ordinances and regulations that limit the location of certain land uses
along with the structures built in those land uses, and provides short to medium term protection
over a short time and is meant to be amended as needed.
The purpose of zoning is the regulation of land uses in order to achieve the goals and aims set
forth in the Master Plan. To be legal, a community’s master plan must be the basis for its zoning
regulations.

The legal authority of all zoning rests upon the community’s Master Plan.

Authority for the Creation of a Master Plan:
The authority for the creation of a county master plan is set forth in the Michigan Planning
enabling Act; Public Act 33 of 2008. A county Planning commission shall make and approve a
basic plan as a guide for development within their county.
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Parts of a Master Plan:
Section 1: Where Arenac County has been and where it is right now
This section includes historic, socio-economic, transportation, soils and land use
information about the County that is needed to have in order assist county and local
officials in planning what they would like to see their county and communities look like in
the future. This section includes information for both land use planning and economic
development strategic planning. These goals and recommendations need to be
coordinated to achieve a unified direction for Arenac County.
Section 2: Resident Input and Opinions Recorded and Analyzed
Because County officials firmly believed that the opinions of their residents would be vital
in the creation of a master plan. They wanted to learn how residents felt about their
community, and what was important to them. Officials wanted to know what kinds of
land uses were important to them, particularly agriculture, forestry and recreation. Also,
which lands, if any, needed protection. Residents were also asked their opinions
concerning overall economic development; who should lead it and what it should involve.
They were also asked where they shopped and what kinds of businesses were
specifically needed.
Section 3: The Future Look of Arenac County
After much study of both the resident survey and the data information, Arenac County
Planning Commission has set forth several goals and recommendations for the county
that they believe should be implemented over the next five years.
It is meant that this information serve as general planning guidelines for County’s cities
and townships. Since all of Arenac’s communities do currently take charge of their own
planning and zoning, with the exception of Adams Township; these communities are
responsible for planning their own direction. It is the strong desire, though, of the County
Planning Commission that these individual entities consider the overall county
information, as well as its goals and strategies, when developing their own plans.
This section has three parts:
A. General Goals and Strategies
B. Generalized Composite Arenac County Future Land Use Map
C. Arenac County Strategic Economic Development Plan
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PART 1:
Where Arenac County Has Been and Where It Is Today
A. Brief History1
Arenac County was one of several counties in Michigan named by Henry R. Schoolcraft. He
noted the sandy soils and called it “a sandy place for a good footing”. The sand reminded him
of the sand the ancient Roman placed in their Coliseum to provide a better footing for the
gladiators during their combats. The name “Arenac” is a combination of the Latin word for
sandy, “arena”, and a Native American word for earth, “ac”. Thus, Arenac means “a sandy
place”.
Located at the bottom of the Saginaw Bay on Lake Huron, Native Americans have occupied the
area for at least 5,000 years. Members of the Ottawa and Saginaw Chippewa Tribes used the
three rivers that transverse the County; the Rifle, Au Gres, and Pine Rivers. These rivers
provided not only excellent fishing, but made good trade routes as well.
The first white settlers came from Canada in 1819. Most were of English and Scottish decent.
The Saginaw Chippewa Tribe retained reservations at the mouths of the Rifle and Au Gres
Rivers until 1837, when these lands were officially ceded to the U.S. government.

1874 Railroad map of Michigan prepared for the US Commissioner of Railroads showing Arenac area as
part of Bay County

The land now called Arenac County was originally part of Bay County. In 1870, Deep
River became the first township in what is now Arenac County. It was previously been
part of Beaver Township in Bay County. It comprised of both the current Deep River
and Adams Townships.

1

Sources: Rootsweb.ancestry.com MIGenWeb places – history – migrations – centennial farms, State of Michigan
Library
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From 1881 through 1884 several families migrated to the Arenac area from West
Prussia, including the Marks and Hertberg (1881), Netzlaff and Berg (1882) and
Kaschub (1884).
In 1883, Arenac County was created from lands previously part of Bay County. The first
permanent church, First Presbyterian Church of Maple Ridge, was organized in Clayton
Township in the same year.
The Colombe farm in Standish Township was also established in 1883. This is now one
of three Centennial Farms in Arenac County. The original buildings on the farm
consisted of a saloon, a blacksmith shop and hotel with livery stables that also operated
as a half-way house and stage coach stop.
The other two Centennial farms are both in Deep River Township. The Goodroe Farm
is located on the edge of the Village of Sterling. The Hertzberg farm, also near the
Village of Sterling, was acquired by the Hertzbergs sometime prior to 1886.
In 1886 the western portion of Deep River Township separated to become Adams
Township, named for one of its first settlers, who later became its first supervisor.
1887 saw the establishment of St. John Evangelical Lutheran church (WELS) in the
Village of Sterling.
Only a few years later, St. Mark Catholic Church was established in 1895 in Au Gres.

Portion of 1876 Map of Michigan showing railroads, townships, and sectional lines. Prepared for the US
Director of the Commission of Railroads.
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B. Arenac County Overview
Arenac County is a rural forested area bordering Lake Huron and its Saginaw Bay. The county
is part of the northern Michigan recreational area, with resort development along Lake Huron.
Natural assets such as the Tittabawassee State Forest, the AuGres and Rifle Rivers and the
Lake Huron shoreline, make it attractive for tourism. Agriculture is an important segment of the
economy and accounts for 48% of land use. Arenac is part of the six-county, state designated
Huron Shores Heritage Route; one of 14 in the state.
The county is a popular recreation area, with plenty of canoeing, hunting and fishing. The Au
Gres and Rifle Rivers continue to be favorite canoeing and fishing spots. Favorite fish include
trout, perch, walleye and smelt. Suckers are also a popular favorite, celebrated annually with the
City of Omer’s Sucker Festival. Local efforts are underway to restore the reputation of the Pine
River as an excellent perch fishing river. The MDNR Lake Huron Boat Launch and Breakwall
located at the mouth of the Au Gres is also the only designated harbor of refuge for boaters
between Bay City to the south and East Tawas to the north. The City of Au Gres includes a
marina on Lake Huron with an inland channel to the city.
The County draws many nature and hunting enthusiasts. Located just to the west, of Au Gres is
the Tittabawassee State Forest which provides good small game hunting. There is also the
Wigwam Bay State Wildlife Area located about half way between the cities of Standish and
AuGres, near the Saginaw Bay. Birders and other wildlife enthusiasts flock to Charity Island
located in the Bay, just off Whitney Township. Almost 80% of this 222 acre island and its three
miles of shoreline, is owned by the US Fish and Wildlife Service, which brought the island into
the national protected area called, the Michigan Islands National Wildlife Refuge.
A very different form of tourism has recently taken hold in Arenac County. In January 2008, The
Saginaw-Chippewa Tribe of Mt. Pleasant opened the Saganing Eagle’s Landing Casino just
south of Standish and already there are plans for expansion.
County Size:
Total Acres = 681 square miles (Source: Wikipedia / US Census)

Land = 367 square miles = 54 %
Water = 314 square miles = 46%
Adjacent Counties:

Northeast = Iosco
Northwest = Ogemaw

West = Gladwin
Southwest = Bay

County Communities:

3 Cities = Au Gres – Omer – Standish which is also the county seat.
3 Villages = Sterling – Turner – Twinning
5 Unincorporated Places = Alger – Delano – Maple Ridge – Melita – Pine River
12 Townships =
Adams
Deep River
Sims
Arenac
Lincoln
Standish
Au Gres
Mason
Turner
Clayton
Moffatt
Whitney
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Arenac County Base Map2

C. Transportation
I-75 runs along the western edge of the County. This important north-south route connects
Arenac not just with both the urban areas to the south, including Saginaw, Flint and Detroit; but
it also to the tourist destinations of Northern Michigan and the State’s Upper Peninsula.
US-23 runs along Arenac’s Lake Huron shoreline, with this portion of US-23 being part of the
Huron Shores Heritage Route; one of 14 such official heritage routes in Michigan.
The county is also served by four state trunk lines:
M-33: Starts in the very northwest corner of the County, off of I-75 and heads North.
M-13: Comes up from the south, and blends into US-23 at Standish.
M-65: Starts from US-23 and makes another scenic route to Northern Michigan
M-61: Is the a key roadway in the County, for serves as the link between I-75 that runs
north-south along the western side of the county, The eastern end of M-61 intersects
US-23 at the City of Standish’s main intersection.

2

Source: MI Department of Information Technology; Center for Geographic Information
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D. Arenac County Yesterday – Today3

S

tandish Depot and Visitors’ Center: Standish
The newly restored MI Central R.R. Depot, built in 1889 is also the
newest State “Welcome Center”. Inside displays contain railroad
artifacts and depot memorabilia. Special displays change monthly.
Outside are two vintage British rail coaches open for viewing.
Location: Corner of US-23 and M-61 in Standish Open daily.

M
O
C

aple Ridge Historic School House:
The interior of this fully restored 1904 one-room school house
takes you back in time. Artifacts include period wall maps,
wall alphabets, text books and more. There are also an
interesting collection of period class photos. Directions: From
US-23 take M-65 to Maple Ridge Rd. and turn left.

ld Courthouse and Masonic Hall: Omer
Built in 1890, the building is on the National Register. It served
as the county’s first courthouse. Then when the county-seat was
moved to Standish, it became the local Masonic Lodge. Visitors
can see Arenac’s first jail as well as a 1890’s barber shop.
Containing all old area Masonic, city and township records, it
makes an excellent source of genealogical information. Location:
US-23 in City of Omer.

ounty Historical Museum, Genealogy Center and Chapel: Au Gres

R

Inside this 1883 church are recreations of a rural school room,
bedroom and parlor, pioneer kitchen, and barber, apothecary
shops, a country store and vintage apparel. It is the genealogy
center for the area and has all known historical information on
Charity Island. Location: 304 E. Michigan Ave., AuGres. Open
weekends, 1:00 to 4:00 Across the street, in the Au Gres
KinderPlatz Park. is a small church built in the early 1900’s by
German settlers and re-located to its present site.
ifle River: Designated Scenic River:
Numerous rapids help make this stream one of the Lower
Peninsula’s fastest streams, making it one of the State’s most
popular trout-fishing and canoeing streams. It is perfect for birders
and wildlife-viewing enthusiasts. Access Location: There is a
MDNR public access site on the south edge of Omer, just off US-23.
There are several private canoe liveries also all along the river.

3

Source: Arenac County Heritage Brochure, 2009, created by Arenac County Recreation Authority and East MI
Council of Governments.
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A
L

U Gres Riverfront Park and Campground:
This shaded 23 acre city-owned park and campground is just
a short distance from to the MDNR Au Gres River boat launch
and Lake Huron breakwater. A paved walkway and wooden
bridge connect it to downtown Au Gres. The campground has
119 sites with full hook-ups. Location: just north of US-23 on
the northern edge of the city.

ake Huron Boat Launch and Breakwall: Lookout Harbor of Refuge at Au Gres
The MDNR facility has 4 boat ramps and 300 parking spaces for
vehicles and trailers. It is also the only designated harbor of refuge
for boaters between Bay City and East Tawas. The facility ends on
a point jetting out into Lake Huron, which offers a scenic view of
the Lake Huron coastline, and an excellent spot for birding.
Restrooms available. Location: just east of the City of Au Gres.

C

harity Island: National Wildlife Refuge:

C

ounty Parks:

S

222-acre Charity Island, the largest island in the Saginaw Bay, is part of the
“Michigan Islands National Wildlife Refuge”. Its isolated beaches and unique
hardwood forest provide excellent habitat for rare and protected plants,
animals and song-birds. There is also an historic lighthouse on the island that
is under private ownership. Location: The island is located approximately 10
miles off-shore. It is easily accessible from the Au Gres Boat Launch or a
privately run ferry service.

A) AuGres Park: Located on Lake Huron. Good sandy
beach, picnic and play areas. It is designed mostly for dayuse, but there are 5 new rustic cabins. Location: Southeast
of AuGres. B) Oasis Lake Park: Day-use park with good
swimming beach, pavilions and volleyball nets. Location:
M-76 between Sterling and Alger. C) Youngman Park:
There are good hiking trails making it a good spot for
birders. There is rustic camp sites and picnic area.
Location: From the corner of US-23 and M-61, go east 3.5
miles to Arenac State Rd.; then north 2 miles.

aganing Eagle’s Landing Casino:
This newest casino of the Saginaw-Chippewa Tribe opened in
January 2008. The 32,000 square foot operation has 700 slot
machines and 40 gaming tables. With business always brisk,
plans are already under way to expand. Location: 2690 Worth
13
Rd., off of M-13, just south of City of Standish.
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Arenac County – The Land
E. Geology of Arenac County
Arenac, as shown in this 1982 Michigan Department of Natural Resources’ Quaternary Geology
Map of Michigan, as the County’s name suggests, has much sand and gravel, especially in the
north eastern portion of the County. It also has a wide swath of clay and silt soils running along
the Lake Huron border and including the southern section of the county.

Oil and Gas Wells
Arenac County has:
13,461 = Oil Wells
12,245 = Gas Wells
22,325 = Dry Holes
1,143 = Disposal Wells
800 = Injection Wells
4,960 = Other Wells
Source: Michigan Department of
Natural Resources Oil and Gas Well
Map
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F. Land Cover4
Land cover in Arenac County is primarily made up of 1) Agriculture, 2) Forests, 3) Wetlands. As
can be seen from the 1992 Natural Land Cover Map, the County is covered to a great extent by
agricultural lands (white) at about 48%. This land cover is particularly heavy across the
northern portion of the County, particularly so in the northeast quarter, and then, across the
southern portion. Deciduous forests (green) although scattered throughout, are primarily
located in the mid-sections and western third of the County. Arenac County has much of its
land in wetlands( blue-green). These are found predominately in the very northeast corner,
along the western quarter and throughout the mid-section. They are frequently located among
forested lands.
Showing in red along the Lake Huron shore line, are the human settlements, made up mostly of
residential land uses.

Land in public ownership also greatly effects and limits uses also. And, because Agriculture is
the predominant land use and because soils that are identified as wetlands, can adversely affect
various forms of human development, these are more closely examined.

4

1992 Natural Land Cover Map created by Michigan State University Extension as part of the Michigan Natural
Features Inventory.
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G. Public Land Ownership
The amount and location of publically owned land can be a factor that can affect the
development within a county or township. When the State of Michigan owns land, it can mean a
variety of things. It can mean it owns just the surface (blue), just the minerals under the surface
(pink), or both the surface and the minerals (green). In some cases it has a mixed ownership
with other entities (brown). The below map is from the MI Department of Natural Resources.

As can be seen by this map, State-owned land that includes surface and mineral rights (green),
is scattered across the county with a large section in the western portion and scattered
throughout the mid-section.
One such area, where the state owns both land and minerals, is the Wigwam Bay State Wildlife
Area. The land is about half way between the cities of Standish and Au Gres, near the Saginaw
Bay. It covers almost all of Section 5 and a little over half of Section 4.
State-owned mineral rights (brown) are scattered throughout the county, but more concentrated
in the eastern half of the County. Small parcels of land with mixed ownership are found along
the extreme western borders.
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H. Important Agricultural Soils
As Identified by the US Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service
Agriculture is an important land use and economic activity within Arenac County for a good
reason. Much of its soils are classified as important farmland. Prime agricultural soil is
considered a non-renewable resource and wise stewardship of this resource should be
encouraged.
Arenac County has soils that are classified:
• 70,165 total acres = Prime Farmland 5
•

8,710 total acres = Additional Farmland of Local Importance6

•

1,468 total acres = Unique Farmland, other than Prime 7

Prime Farm Land (light green on following maps)
The greatest percentage of prime agricultural soils is located in the northeast corner of the
County. Whitney Township has the greatest percent with approximately 75% of its soils
classified as prime. Adjacent to the south is Sims Township with the western half of its township
classified as prime. Adjacent to Whitney to the west is Turner Township that has prime soils
along its eastern, northern and western borders.
A second concentration of prime agricultural soils is located in the southeast corner, solidly
running along Standish Township’s entire eastern border, the only exception being the Lake
Huron coastline.
Prime soils are also found scattered heavily throughout Lincoln Township in the south and
Clayton Township in the north. All the remaining townships have portions of their land identified
as having prime agricultural soils.
Additional Farmland of Local Importance (orange on following maps)
These lands are scattered in between and around prime farmland soils. Largest single
concentration is in the mid section of Turner Township. Large scatterings are found all across
the northern third of the county and again, except for Standish Township, across the southern
third of the County.
Unique Farmland, other than Prime Unique (dark green on following maps)
There are two major pockets of unique soils in the County. In Whitney Township there are two
areas, one in the very northeast corner and the other about center of the township. In the
northeast portion of Au Gres Township a pocket exists as well as another in its north central
border that flows into Turner Township.
A three-part Arenac County farmland map follows.

5

Prime soils have the best combination of physical and chemical characteristics for producing food, forage, fiber
and oilseed crops.
6

Additional Farmland of Local Importance includes those soils that are nearly prime and that economically produce
high yields when treated and managed according to modern farming methods.
7
Unique Farmland, other than Prime Unique is used for the production of specific high value food and fiber crops.
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The Northeast Portion of Arenac County - USDA Prime Farmland Map
Green = Prime
Dark Green = Unique
Orange = Important
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The Mid Portion of Arenac County - USDA Prime Farmland Map
Green = Prime
Dark Green = Unique
Orange = Important
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The Western Portion of Arenac County - USDA Prime Farmland Map
Green = Prime
Dark Green = Unique
Orange = Important
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I. Wetlands8
The Arenac County Final Wetland Map below, indicates a county with many wetlands (green)
and areas which include wetland soils (gold). As can be seen, approximately half of the county
has wetlands to some degree. Almost all of the eastern half of the County has either actual
wetlands or soils that that contain wetlands to some degree. Wetlands also run along Arenac’s
entire western edge.
It is the yellow portions on the map, that there may be differing opinions from the State and
federal in the interpretation what specifically may be suitable for development and what is not.
Related to wetland soils, are flood plains. New floodplain maps are currently being drawn, and
discussions with the State indicate that there will be several changes. Local planners and
developers need to be aware of this. The new map will be ready 2012 or 2013.

8

Source: Arenac County Final Wetland Map, as compiled by the MI Department of Environmental Quality.
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J. The People and the Land - Taxable Valuations
Tax valuations on the land can tell us several things. Valuations can denote the level of tax
income the county and local communities can operate. They give us an idea of how much
homes are worth. They can tell how its residents use the land; and how much of certain land
uses are taking place.
The following maps show the 2010 overall real and personal tax valuations, agricultural land
valuations and non-homestead (seasonal) valuations.

Total Real & Personal 2010 Taxable Valuations
Source: MI Dept. of Treasury: 2010 Green Book

Arenac County Taxable Valuations
Total Real & Personal 2010
RED = $60,000,000 and Up
GREEN/BROWN= $39,000,000 to 59,000,000
Yellow = $39,000,000 and Below

Highest total real and personal tax
valuations are in the northeast corner of
the county, followed by a diagonal line
going from southeast corner to the
northwest corner.

Townships
Adams ^
Arenac
Au Gres
Clayton
Deep River
Lincoln
Mason ^
Moffat
Sims
Standish
Turner ^
Whitney
Cities
Au Gres
Omer
Standish

REAL
&PERSONAL
15,461,786
23,011,087
41,733.545
29,202,697
53,146,095
23,707,569
18,422,184
48,331,361
78,461,931
49,783,266
18,774,537
69,664,900
35,143,451
5,033,284
39,131,760

^=
increase
over 2009

From an economic and land use perspective, Arenac County is strong in agriculture. It is also a
draw for persons vacationing from other areas. One way to look at the economic impact of
these two activities is by looking at land valuations in Agriculture and Non-homestead (second
or seasonal Homes). The next two pages looks at the tax valuations of these two categories.
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Agricultural Taxable Valuations: 2010
Source: MI Dept. of Treasury: 2010 Green Book

^ = Increase over 2009
Adams ^
Arenac ^

8,000,000
7,000,000
6,000,000
5,000,000
4,000,000
3,000,000
2,000,000
1,000,000
0

AuGres ^
Clayton ^
Deep River ^
Lincoln
Mason
Moffat ^
Sims ^
Standish ^
Turner ^

2010
Adams ^
2,905,725
Arenac ^
4,859,452
Au Gres ^
2,780,246
Clayton ^
5,508,337
Deep River ^ 4,495,257
Lincoln
6,000,510
Mason
4,651,962
Moffat ^
1,768,920
Sims ^
1,567,280
Standish ^
7,054,334
Turner ^
7,598,689
Whitney
5,443,343
TOTAL ^
54,634,055

The highest valuations for agricultural
lands are at the very southern edge of
the county, that border Bay County
and to a slightly lesser degree along
the northern tier of townships that
border Iosco County. Only the very
western edge of the county and the
area around the City of AuGres show
low valuation amounts for agricultural
lands. All townships, except three
showed an increase in valuation.

2010 Taxable Agricultural Valuations
Source: MI Dept. of Treasury: 2010 Green Book
RED = $6,000,000 up
GREEN = $5,900,000 to $5,000,000
BROWN = $4,900,000 to $4,000,000
YELLOW = $3,000,000 below
2010 compared to 2009 = Increase of $1,123,825
Agricultural Valuations account for
approximately 11% of all Real an Personal tax
valuations in Arenac County.
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2010 Non-Homestead Tax Valuations
Source: MI Dept. of Treasury: 2010 Green Book

^ = Increase over 2009
2010 Non-Homestead Tax Valuations
RED = $30,000,000 to 40,000,000
GREEN = $20,000,000 to 29,000,000
BROWN = 10,000,000 to 19,000,000
YELLOW = Below $10,000,000

The greatest non-homestead valuations
are found in two opposite corners of the
county. The highest areas include the
northeast corner and Deep River and
Standish Townships. Deep River has
the highest valuations.
Valuations increased in Adams, Turner
and Whitney Townships.

Community
Adams ^
Arenac
Au Gres
Clayton
Deep River
Lincoln
Mason
Moffat
Sims
Standish
Turner ^
Whitney ^
Cities
Au Gres
Omer
Standish
TOTAL

TOTAL Non-homestead valuations =
$302,265,130 as compared to TOTAL
Real and Personal Tax valuations of
$549,009,453 in the county.

Non-Homestead
9,839,253
15,846,443
23,196,795
17,991,605
38,161,338
16,865,959
12,670,398
23,763,058
34,671,447
33,600,179
13,002,868
34,235,362

Adams^
40001000
35001000

Arenac
AuGres
Clayton

30001000

Deep River
Lincoln

25001000
20001000
15001000

Mason
Moffat
Sims
Standish
Turner ^

13,655,275
3,049,656
11,715,494
302,265,130

10001000
5001000
1000

Whitney ^
Cities
AuGres
Omer
Standish
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K. HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS9
Home ownership is strong in the county with a little over 80% of occupied housing units being
home owned, as compared to the State as a whole with not quite 75%. The percentage of
detached single homes is also higher than the State average. Mobile homes, as a percent of
total housing is three times the State average. At 15%, this could reflect the large number of
seasonal homes or low-cost year-round housing.

Total Housing Units

Arenac County
10,105

Michigan
4,522,600

1 Unit detached
Mobile Home
Median Rooms
Total Occupied
Owner Occupied
Renter Occupied
Total Unoccupied
Median Value

77.7%
15.4%
5.4
68.6%
81.0%
19.0%
31.4%
$99,900

71.4%
5.8%
5.6
85.4%
74.6%
25.4%
14.6%
$ 147,500

These two numbers may be reflective the high rate of second homes in Arenac County. Home
vacancy rate in the county at 31% is a little over twice as high as the State average. The
percent of mobile homes is three times higher than the State. This last number, though, may
also be reflective of the need for low cost housing within Arenac County.

9

US Census Bureau, 2005 Estimate
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Almost 23% of houses in the County have been built between 1970 and 1979. The building
boom dropped but remained at a little over 10% for each decade between 1980 and the year
2000. But, a great deal of homes are older with 14% of all housing units were built in 1939 or
earlier and a total of 41% of all housing built before 1970.

One third of housing units have a 2005 estimated value between $50,000 and $99,999, with
56% of all houses valued at between $50,000 and $149,999. The median value in 2005 was
estmated at $99,900.
Housing Costs:
• 57% of home owners have a mortgage.
•

Median owner monthly costs with a mortgage is $943

•

Selected monthly owner costs as a percent of income show the largest percent at both
ends of the cost scale.
o

36% have costs of 20% or less

o

29% have costs of 35% or more

•

Median gross rent paid for occupied homes is $511.

•

Gross rent as percentage of income indicate renters pay a much greater portion of their
income for housing.
o

67% of renters pay more than 25% of their income for housing.

o

40% pay in excess of 40% of income for housing.
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The PEOPLE
L. Where They Are: Population Estimates
2009 Arenac County Population Estimates

Arenac County Population Change

U.S. Census: June 2010

2009 Population Estimate
16,092
533
935
959
1,025
2,167
934
927
1,083
1,032
1,853
603
1,018
915
295
1,813

2000-2009

Community
Arenac County
Townships
Adams
Arenac
Au Gres
Clayton
Deep River
Lincoln
Mason
Moffatt
Sims
Standish
Turner
Whitney
Cities
Au Gres
Omer
Standish

2009 Population Estimates
RED = 1,500 persons plus
GREEN = 1,000 to 1,500 persons
BROWN = 999 to 900 persons
Arenac
County
WHITE
= Less
than 900 persons
Adams Twp.
The greatest population is found in the very
southern section and across the northern
tier of the county. The City of Standish has
the largest population of any community.

Change: 2000-2009
-1,177 = -6.8
-17 = -3.1
-57 = -5.7
-48 = -4.8
-76 = -6.9
-77 = -3.4
-74 = -7.3
-67 = -6.7
-38 = -3.4
-59 = -5.4
-173 = -8.5
-39 = -6.1
-15 = -1.5
-113 = -11.0
-42 = -12.5
232 = 14.7

Population Change 2000-2009
The City of Standish is the ONLY
community within the County to show a
population INCREASE.
Population Decrease:
RED = Least = -1 to -3.9
GREEN = Moderate = -4.0 to -6.9
BROWN = High = -7.0 to -9.9
YELLOW = Greatest = 10.0 plus
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The People: What Age Groups are Growing – Which Ones are Shrinking
Even though the overall population of the county is shrinking, it does not mean that there is an
even decrease across all races or age groups. As can be seen below, even though the White
population has decreased, all minority groups have actually been increasing in the County
between 2000 and 2007. Slightly more males have left the county, than females.

Children of all age groups show a very marked decrease. This same decrease is shown in age
groups that normally make up parents of those children. From 30 years of age till 45 years,
there has been a very strong decease taking place. Older age groups are all growing;
particularly those indicative of young retirees.
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M.Education10
If all indications are correct, that Arenac County’s youth population has greatly decreased during
the 2000’s, there will be challenges for the four school districts that serve the county.
The map on the next page, is an enlargement of the Michigan Department of Education’s state
map of school districts.
School
High School
Graduation Rate
Arenac/Eastern
Au Gres-Sims
Standish/Sterling
Whittemore/Prescott
State of Michigan

2007

2008

2009

80.0
90.0
89.2
87.8
75.5

86.7
91.8
88.2
87.0
75.5

88.5
91.7
90.7
83.1
75.2

Educational standings include their “Report Card” that indicates the percentage of students that
have passed the State’s tests in Reading – Math – Science and Social Studies, and if it has
been enough to make the State’s AYP = Adequate Yearly Progress.
School

Adequate
Yearly
Progress

Report Card Score

Elementary
Middle School
High School

Yes
Yes
Yes

B
B
B

Elementary
Middle School
High School

Yes
Yes
Yes

A
A
A

Elementary
Middle School
High School

Yes
Yes
Yes

A
B
B

Elementary
Middle School
High School

No
Yes
No

A
B

Arenac/Eastern

Au Gres-Sims

Standish/Sterling

Whittemore/Prescott

10

Source: MI Department of Education: Center for Educational Performance and Information; 2010
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School Districts Serving Arenac County

The quality of education at the local level is now more important than ever, if schools are to give
children the skills needed in tomorrow’s work place. In the 2010 Arenac County Survey 91% of
respondents feel strongly that their schools should definitely be readying students for the
workforce and 87% would like schools to expand job training.
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N.

Occupations Needed This Decade - Why Education Matters

Every year, each of the local Michigan Works! regions, publish their estimates of what
occupations will be growing the most. As the job training arm of the State, they survey the
employers of their area on an ongoing basis.
According to Region 7-B:
The following occupations will have the Largest Numeric Growth between 2006 and 2016:

These are the jobs most readily
available through 2016. As can be
seen, except for registered nurses, that
pays an average of $27:60 per hour,
the remaining jobs pay from a high of
$14.00 to a low of $9:00 per hour.
Except for the nurses, most also need
only minimal formal job training.
Average pay without including Nursing
is $11.08

The following occupations will are: High Demand / High Wage:

The lowest paying of these
occupations, start at $26.00.
The average is $35.55. These
occupations ALL need much
formal education past high school.
There is a $24.00 gap between
the jobs available with little or
no training and those requiring
much training.
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O. Employment and Businesses
Arenac Top Employers as of 201011
Firm

Saginaw Chippewa Tribe
St. Mary’s Medical Center
Standish Sterling Schools
Globe Fire Sprinkler Corp.
Medilodge -Sterling
Forward Corp.
Bopp-Busch Mannufacturing -2
Spartan Stores
Magline Inc.

Location

Employees

Standish Twp.
Standish
Standish
Standish
Sterling
Standish
Au Gres
Standish
Standish

350
270
200
105
100
100
90
80
70

Type

Casino
Hospital
Education
Mfg. Automatic sprinkler systems
Nursing facility
Gas stations, stores
Mfg. Metal stamping, dies
Groceries
Mfg. Material handling Equipment

Where Residents Work and What They Do:
This plan looks at resident employment in two ways; one general, the other specific.
The general groupings of the civilian labor force is from the US Census American
Community Survey of 2005. This gives a good general overview of the types of
occupations in which Arenac residents are employed. The second, is from the US
Census County Business Patterns. County Business Patterns information also tell how
many businesses, but specifically, exactly what kinds are growing or shrinking. This
information comes directly from employers quarterly reports to the Internal Revenue
Service, so are accurate and not estimates.
Worker Classification:
The survey indicates that 77% of employed persons in Arenac county are private wages
and salary workers. The 14% government workers is now currenly less then indicated
due to the closure of the State prison. Self employed persons owning their own
businesses is at close to 9%.

11

Source: 2009 Harris Industrial Directory and Arenac County EDC input, 2010
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Employment by Occupation:
This category tells what general occupation a worker has. It can be in any industry.
The greatest percent at 25%, are in management, professional and related occupations.
This reflects the the Michigan Works! findings saying that the need for management
occupations will grow. Service and Production/ Transportation occupations are vey
close behind at 21% and 19% respectively.
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Employment by Industry:
This category tells us in what industry residents are using their occupations.
Educational serivices, health care and social services is the largest employment area at
a liitle over 25%.
Maufacturing is next at 16% and retail trade at 11%. These last two categories are
ones that in the past two years have taken among the largest declines in jobs.
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P. County Business Patterns
A look at the types of businesses that have been, and currently are, in Arenac County, indicate
that it is the categories requiring lower training skills, and low wages, that have suffered the
greatest losses between 2004 and 2008. For the most part, those requiring education/training
past high school are increasing.
The following pages are a comparison of businesses as they were in 2004 and in 2008. 2008 is
the most current, with 2009 numbers not available till mid-2011.

Highlights:
•

Between 2004 and 2008 Arenac lost 44 businesses, and 387 jobs, but gained total
payroll of over $8,000,000.

•

Manufacturing increased by 3 businesses, over $9,000,000 in payroll and almost 400
jobs.

•

Professional, Scientific and Technical Services increased by 2 businesses, $3,000,000
payroll and 67 jobs.

•

Finance & Insurance increased by 1 business and 1 job, but a $153,000 payroll
increase.

•

Information increased by 2 businesses with jobs and payroll not available.

•

Retail suffered the largest decreases across all three aspects.

•

o

Retail sector lost 11 businesses, 134 employees and $1,461,000 in payroll.

o

This may reflect the strong feeling expressed in the survey for the need in
several “shopping” areas, particularly groceries and clothing.

Although the information is not available for employees or payroll, Health Care and
Social Services, did see a decline in businesses. This may reflect the the
dissatisfaction shown by 16% of survey respondents, who identified a strong need for a
variety of health care services.

NOTE
For Following Pages

Yellow highlights all business increases, all job increases, all payroll
increases. Red indicates a decline. As can be seen there can be less
businesses and/or less employees but greater payroll. Or, there can be
more businesses and less employees or payroll
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COUNTY BUSINESS PATTERNS: ARENAC COUNTY: 2004-2008

But, this is not the whole picture of employment. It does NOT include two other sectors…

Two employment sectors not indicated in the above data, are vital to the economic well-being of
the County.
They generate both jobs and dollars.
They are:
•

Non-Employee Businesses and

•

Agriculture.
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Q. Non-Employee Businesses
These are legal businesses that pay taxes and report to the Internal Revenue Service.

As can be seen, non-employee businesses operate in all industry sectors, except Management
of Companies. They are even in Manufacturing: 24 compared to 33 with employees.
The County’s 981 Non-employee businesses:
•

Make up 74% of all non-farm businesses in Arenac County

•

Generate 27% of all dollars generated by non-farm businesses.

•

Are especially strong in:
•

Other Services = 151

•

Retail trade = 148

•

Construction = 138
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R. Agriculture
Agriculture in Arenac County is important. In the 2010 Arenac County Resident Survey:
• 88%, respondents overwhelmingly believe that County is an agricultural county.
•

86% believe preserving agricultural land is important;

•

86% believe that agriculture is an important economic asset to the county;

•

72% back “Right to Farm”.

According to the latest 2007 Agricultural Census Arenac County, farming as a business is
growing both in acreage and value of products sold. Arenac has:12
•

488 farms indicating an increase of 107 farms in five years, or 28% above 2002.

•

94,604 acres of farmland indicating an increase of 10,880 acres or 13% increase above
2002.

•

$29,730,000 in market value of products sold indicating an increase of $22,531,000 or
32% increase above 2002.
o

59% increase in crop sales

o

41% increase in livestock sales

The only decreases are:
•

194 acres is now the average size of farms, a decrease of 26 acres or 12% below 2002.

•

$4,760 is now the average government payment to farms receiving payments, which is
$853 less than in 2002.

State Ranking by Value of Sales: (within the top 50 of 83)

12

•

12 = Other crops and hay

•

34 = Grains, oilseeds, dry beans, dry peas

•

35 = Milk and other dairy products from cows

•

38 = Hogs and pigs

•

47 = Cattle and calves

•

48 = Vegetables, melons, potatoes, sweet potatoes

•

50 = Cut Christmas trees and short rotation woody crops

Source: US Department of Agriculture; National Agricultural Statistics Service
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Farms by Value of
Sales
Number
Less than $2,500
281
$2,500 to $9,999
70
$10,000 to $24,999
29
$25,000 to $49,999
24
$50,000 to $99,999
21
$100,000to$249,999
32
$250,000to$499,999
14
$500,000 plus
17

Farms by Size
180

Land in Farms
By Type of Land

160
140

1 to 9

120

10 to 49

100

50 to179

80

180 to 499

60

500 to 999

40

Cropland = 79%
Woodland =13%
Other Uses = 8%

1,000+

20
0
Acres

Principal operators by primary occupation:
• Farming = 39%
• Other = 61%
Average age of operator = 58 years
Net cash farm income – average per farm = $14,576
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S. Unemployment
The County has traditionally had higher unemployment than other parts of the state, but during
the fall of 2008 it rose dramatically.
The winter of 2009 saw a rise to 16% and by year’s end was and continues to hover around
20% plus.
As can be seen, there is very much an annaul pattern when unemployment reaches a peak in
March, then gradually declines and evens out during May, June and July. There is a dip in
August, but then a very steep rise in the fall and winter months. The annual dip during the
summer months may be due to seasonal employment both in tourism and agriculture.
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T. Income / Poverty
Per Capita Personal Income (PCPI) 200813
This income is comprised of three elements: Earnings, Dividends/Interest, and Transfer
Payments. It gives a much more accurate look at what is the actual income, because it tracks
the source of dollars received. Because of this, PCPI is higher than the Per Capita Income (PCI)
Arenac County = $27,273
= 53rd in the State
= 78% of the State average of $40,166
= There has been a growth rate increase between1998 – 2008 of 3.7%

Type
Earnings
Dividends/Interest
Transfer 14

Sources of Income: Comparison
1998
55%
20%
24%

2008
54%
13%
33%

Per Capita Income (PCI):
2000 = $20,513

2007 = $24,820

Wages15
For the 4th quarter of 2009:
Average weekly wage = Arenac County = $545
= Michigan = $913
= U.S. = $942
Median Household Income:16
Arenac County:

2008 = $36,418

Michigan:

2008 = $45,254

Poverty Rates:17
Poverty has expanded in all age brackets, but particularly so for all children under 18 years.
Over a quarter of all Arenac children are in poverty.
Age
All
Under 18 years

2000
13.9
20.7

2008
18.2
26.2

13

US Department of Commerce. Bureau of Economic Analysis: Bearfacts; 6/2010
SSI, Unemployment, other public payments
15
US Department of Commerce. Bureau of Economic Analysis: Bearfacts; 6/2010
14

16
17

Mi Department of Labor and Economic Growth
Us Census Bureau: Data Integration Division: Small Area Estimates
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PART 2:
RESIDENT OPINIONS RECORDED AND ANALYZED

ARENAC COUNTY RESIDENT 2010 SURVEY
Executive Summary
Background:
During the winter of 2010 the Arenac County Planning Commission started working on the
County’s first Master Plan. Money to create this plan had been received from the SaginawChippewa Tribe.
During this same time period, the Arenac County Economic Development Corporation (EDC)
also realized it needed to develop a strategic economic development plan for the County. Both
groups realized they needed resident input in creating two such important documents. The best
way would be to actually survey their residents on their opinions about the current condition and
future direction Arenac County should take.
Working with East Michigan Council of Governments (EMCOG) a resident survey was created.
During this time the County Board of Commissioners also gave their full support to the survey
and had questions they wanted to ask voters.
Funding for this survey project was through a grant from the USDA Rural Development.
In late June 2010, surveys were mailed to 3,000 randomly chosen, registered Arenac County
voters. Surveys were also distributed at the Arenac County 4-H Fair, at all libraries within the
County and were available at the County Building.
828 surveys, or approximately, 28%, representing 1,721 residents, were received back from
residents. Surveys were received from all geographic parts of the county and from each of its
cities and townships.
Findings:
A: THE TYPICAL RESPONDENT:
• Lives in a township = 71%
• Is a year-round resident = 97%
• Has lived in Arenac County for at least 20 years = 59%
• Is slightly more likely to be male = 56%
• Most likely lives in a two-person household = 54%
• Is from 20 to 64 years old = 55%
• Has had some college or technical training = 37%
• Is no longer working because they are retired = 48%
• Has an equal chance of having a household income of anywhere from $20,000 to
$75,000.
• Owns their own home = 91%.
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B: HOW RESPONDENTS FEEL ABOUT THEIR COUNTY AND COMMUNITY:
Respondents were asked to describe how they felt about several aspects of their community
and county with indicating: Strongly agree – Agree – No Opinion – Disagree or Strongly
Disagree.
• 87% of respondents believe that their city, village or township is a good place to live,
while:
•

82% feel that the County is a good place to live.

•

Just a little lower, 71% of respondents would recommend their city, village or township to
someone else to live; while

•

68% would recommend the County to someone.

•

Respondents were split on their feeling that Arenac County is a tourist county, 49%
agree, while 31% disagree.

•

A little over half of respondents feel that Arenac County is a retirement county; with 52%
agree and 22% disagree.

•

At 88%, respondents overwhelmingly believe that County is an agricultural county.

•

Only 17% of respondents agree that Arenac County does a good job of planning for the
future; while 44% of respondents disagree.

•

While 20% of respondents indicated they felt their own city, village or township does a
good job of planning for the future; while 42% disagree.

C: IMPORTANT REASONS FOR LIVING IN ARENAC COUNTY:
Fifteen (15) possible reasons for wanting to live within the County were listed. They were first
asked to rate them as being: “Very Important – Important – No Opinion – Not Important – Not
Important at All”. They then were asked to choose the single “Most Important” reason for living
in Arenac County.
A. Respondents rate as either Very Important or Important for a reason for living in the
county:
1. Rural Atmosphere = 82%
2. Easy Access to Major Highways = 75%
3. Safety and security in own community = 74%
B. The single “Most Important” reason for living in Arenac County for respondents is:
1. Rural Atmosphere = 19%
2. Grew up Here = 17%
3. Close to Lake Huron = 11%
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D: COUNTY BUSINESSES AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
D-1. Respondents were asked their opinions on various aspects of economic development
that may influence the rate of future development within the County. They were asked to rate
each activity as being: “Very Important – Important – No Opinion – Not Important – Not
Important at All”.
While respondents feel clearly on certain main activities concerning economic development:
• 92% believe that planning is necessary for future economic development;
•

87% believe it is important to know what kinds of businesses residents want and;
o

75% believe that a master land use plan is the best way to determine their
location;

•

86% believe that agriculture is an important economic asset to the county;

•

80% believe forests are an important economic asset:

They have somewhat conflicting feelings about how it is to be achieved:
• While 92% believe the County should be more actively seeking new businesses and;
o

88% believe elected officials should be actively involved in promoting economic
development, but;

o

44% agree that the ONLY role elected officials should in this verbal;

o

Only 65% the cost of promoting the area to new businesses is a good use of tax
dollars.

•

81% believe Tourism is an important economic asset to the County;
o

But, only 56% believe promoting tourism in the County is a good use of tax
dollars.

•

76% believe offering low-cost loans would help business expansion;

•

74% favor assistance to entrepreneurs.

D 2-A. Where Respondents Shop
Sixteen (16) areas of shopping were listed and respondents were asked to indicate where they
most often shopped for those items or services. Locations included cities and villages within
the County and primary locations outside the County.
Highlights include:
•

Within Arenac County the average shopping location of all 16 categories are:
o

City of Standish = 39%

o

City of AuGres = 13%

o

Village of Sterling = 1%

o

Village of Alger = .9%

o

Omer and Twinning = less than .5% each
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•

•

Outside the County, destinations were:
o

Bay City/Saginaw = 37%

o

West Branch = 8%

o

Pinconning and the Tawas areas = less than 5% each

Major destinations for shopping categories include:
o

•

City of Standish =

City of AuGres =



Banking = 52%

Banking = 28%



Insurance = 41%

Lumber & Building Supplies = 27%



Auto Service = 39%

Dining = 20% (tied with Standish)



Hardware = 37%



Legal = 33%

Top reason for shopping in that community:
o

Within Arenac County:


o

Convenience = 71%

Outside the County:


Price (less) = 61%



Selection = 39%

D2 – B Respondents were asked what retail stores and what services they felt were most
needed.
• Retail Stores = 1,285 responses.
•

Top large categories include:
o

Big Box stores = 39%

o

Clothing = 14%

o

Food = 9%

o

Dining = 8%

•

Responses seem to indicate that the more varied the location an item is currently
bought – the greater the perceived need for more stores.

•

Services Needed = 531 responses
o Combined Personal / Human category and Health = 37%


Personal / Human services = 21%



Health = 16%

o

Entertainment / Recreation = 22%

o

Technology (internet, cell phone etc) = 16%

o

Home and Business = 12%

o

Education / job training = 7%
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o

Public (county, municipal) = 6%

E. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Respondents were asked about how they felt about various aspects of community life within the
County as they pertain to future development by indicating: Strongly Agree – Agree – No
Opinion – Disagree or Strongly Disagree.
•

Living in Arenac County:
o 41% indicate residents feel positive about the County;
o

38% indicate that the County will be a better place to live in 5 years;

o

39% indicate that their community will be a better place to live in 5 years.

o

30% agree that the image of Arenac County is positive – 38% disagree

o

Respondents are tied at 31% each, their belief that the image of their own
community is positive or not.

o
•

•

77% believe county businesses have a responsibility to the county.

Schools:
o 91% believe schools should prepare students for the work force;
o

87% would like to see schools expand their job training;

o

86% believe that schools should teach financial literacy;

o

70% believe Adult Education” should be expanded,


35% indicated that they would approve needed funding, 43% indicated “no”;



But, 22% indicated they had no opinion.

Land Use/Zoning:
o Agriculture:
 86% believe preserving agricultural land is important;

o

•

72% back “Right to Farm”.

65% believe zoning regulations are a good tool for economic development.

Saginaw-Chippewa Tribal Activities:
o 77% of respondents believe that the Tribal activities are an economic asset to the
County;
o

73% believe the Saganing Eagle’s Landing Casino is an economic asset to the
County.

F.
GOVERNMENT:
This section has three parts. 1) Respondents were asked what they thought of their own
current level of county taxation. 2) They then were asked to rate how well pleased they are with
certain county services. 3) They then were asked at what level these same services should be
funded in the future.
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1. Respondents were asked about their opinion concerning their level of taxes. Responses:
• 35% feel their taxes are Fair;
•

23% feel their taxes are “Too high, but needed in this current economy”;

•

42% feel their taxes are Too High.

2. Level of satisfaction of respondents with county services:
• Highest degree of satisfaction is with Ambulance Service = 75%
o Followed by:

•



Police Officers – law enforcement = 68%



Police Officers – road patrol = 66%



Maintenance of Public Buildings = 63%.

Most degree of respondent dissatisfaction is with Roads at 45%
o Followed by Insect Control at 34%.

•

Most respondents do not have an opinion about new county computer system:
o 33% indicate the lowest satisfaction level, but;
o Only 5% are actually dissatisfied with this service

3. What respondents believe the level of future financing for each service should be:
• There is strong support for financing to at least “Stay at the Same Level” or to
“Increase” for all 14 services by respondents.
•

Highest support for funding to stay the same is:
o 63% support current level of Maintenance of Public Buildings;
o 62% support current level of Ambulance Service;
o 61% support current level of Maintenance of Public Property.

•

The highest support for Increase in funding are for the 2 services with which they are
most dissatisfied; Roads and Insect Control.
o 37% feel the current level of Road funding should be increased;
o 28% feel the current level of Insect Control funding should be increased.

•

Tied at 24% each, respondents feel an Increase of funding for both Police Road
Patrol and Law Enforcement is needed.

G.
ENTERTAINMENT / RECREATION
Respondents were asked their opinion concerning: 1) What age groups needed more
recreation; their support for various recreational activities; and their choice of how these
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activities should be funded. 2) Opinions about the library system. 3) How much knowledge they
have of three recreation-related entities.
This section had the largest “No Opinion” responses of the entire survey. An average of one
third (1/3rd ) of respondents indicated they had no opinion concerning what forms of recreation
was wanted or desired.
Section 1. Recreation
When asked if the level of recreational activities should be increased by certain age groups:
• 66% of those expressing an opinion, support Teen activities;
•

With least support; 51% of those expressing an opinion, support Adult activities.

When asked what level of support they have 4 new recreational activities: Snowmobiling Trails,
ATV Trails, Horseback riding Trails and Skate Boarding:
• Snowmobiling Trails had:
o Most Agree with 49% - 2nd most Disagree with 22%;
•

Horseback riding Trails had:
o Least Agree with 32% - Most Disagree with 25%

•

20% plus respondents Disagree with the need for all 4 activities.

•

Asked how the above activities should be funded; respondents support:
o Less than 1% would support a Millage;
o 55% would support funding by Grants;
o 45% would support a combination of both grants and millage.

When asked about their level of support to expand certain activities, respondents indicate:
•

Most support and least non-support is Beach Access:
o

•

Section 2.

71% of respondents Agree, with only 13% Disagree

Support is strong for Fishing Access at 62%: Location support:
o

58% support River Access;

o

56% support Lake Huron access.

•

Least support is for Golf at 19%.

•

Asked how the above activities should be funded; respondents support:
o 1% would support a Millage;
o

56% would support funding by Grants;

o

43% would support a combination of both grants and millage.

Library Usage and Support

•

Even though 51% of respondents said they “Never Use” the library;

•

45% indicated funding “Should Stay the Same” and;
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•

20% indicated they funding should be “Increased”.

•

Books, computers and the internet were favorite uses of library using respondents;

•

Among those not currently using the library, the need for more computers, faster internet
and more choice of books were most often given.

Section 3. Arenac County Recreation / Historic Entities - How familiar they were:
Arenac County Recreation Authority:
• 21% respondents indicated they were “Very Familiar” or “Somewhat Familiar”;
•

43% respondents indicated they were “Not Familiar at All”.

Arenac County Historical Museum and Genealogy Center:
• 27% respondents indicated they were “Very Familiar” or “Somewhat Familiar”;
•

45% respondents indicated they were “Not Familiar at All”.

Standish Historical Depot:
• 49% respondents indicated they were “Very Familiar” or “Somewhat Familiar”;
•

21% respondents indicated they were “Not Familiar at All”;

•

50% had visited the Depot;
o 80% have visited it 1-5 times.
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PART THREE:
Section One:
FUTURE PLAN
ARENAC COUNTY GOALS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
The primary purpose of a Master Plan is two-fold. One, it is the legal authority upon which a
community’s zoning ordinance rests. But, unlike a zoning ordinance, it is meant to cover a
longer period of time. It is meant to give the general direction for all future land uses. For a plan
to be effective, it must reflect the desires of its residents. A Master Plan’s goals and
recommendations should be developed from, and reflect, those views.
Goals are overall statements on the general direction that should be taken on particular issues.
From these general statements, a set of recommendations are developed that will allow the
goals to be met. These recommendations are meant to set the course of action that will
contribute to the overall well-being and quality of life of the community. Goals and
recommendations are often complimentary to each other and may sometimes overlap. For this
reason, all the developed goals and recommendations need to be looked at together to “see”
the entire picture of the future community.
All planning and zoning in Michigan is done at the local level. Since all of Arenac County
communities, with the exception of one, have taken charge of their own planning and zoning,
the Arenac County Master Plan can only recommend to its communities these following goals
and recommendations. Several of the communities already are following many of them.
These goals and many of its recommendations reflect the wishes and desires of Arenac County
residents as expressed in the 2010 Arenac County Resident Survey. Several strong themes
came from that survey.
Residents consider most important:
•

Retention of Arenac County’s rural character.

•

Preservation of and wise use of natural beauty and assets.

•

Retention and protection of farming, both as a land use and an activity.

•

Greater public access to rivers and Lake Huron.

•

Need for more personal and health services for all ages.

•

Attraction of new businesses and assistance for existing ones.
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Because the County Planning Commission issued the survey to find the desired direction
residents want for Arenac County, the Commission has also chosen these to be the overall
goals of the Arenac County Master Plan. These are not placed in order of priority – all are
important. All deal with the need for planning.
Two other goals were also added by the Planning Commission.
•

Upon study of the information concerning the various aspects of Arenac County, it was
determined by the Planning Commission that one goal needs to be to make sure
adequate and safe housing remains available in Arenac County. This goal was added.

•

Because, due to the new Michigan planning legislation, a Capital Improvements Plan
(CIP) is now necessary and needs to be developed under the direction of the planning
commission. The writing of this CIP was added as a goal.

The assistance to business activities goal falls under the County Economic Development
Corporation. It was they who determined the exact recommendations for this goal. They
consider these recommendations to be “Strategic Economic Development Plan for Arenac
County”. In order to separate these activities from those strictly under the Planning
Commission’s, they are listed last.
Goals and their Recommendations are:

GOAL: Retention of Arenac County’s rural character:
Recommendation:
• Make sure all residential, commercial and industrial development does not detract
from the rural nature of the county and sustains the integrity of agricultural, natural
and historic lands and resources.
o

Cluster the above uses in zoning districts that do not encourage sprawl into
prime agricultural, forested and other natural scenic areas.

o

Create special zoning areas that border rivers and the Lake Huron shores.

Recommendation:
• Sustain a rural way of life by maintaining the viability of the rural economy by: active
communication between the Arenac County Planning Commission and the Arenac
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County Economic Development Corporation (EDC), to be achieved by one member
of the EDC to be a voting member of the Planning Commission and one member of
the Planning Commission to be a voting member of the EDC.

GOAL: Preservation of the County’s natural beauty and assets.
Recommendation:
Ensure for the protection of the County’s environmental assets including its natural
features and scenic qualities:
•

Lake Huron shoreline:
o

Creation of special Shoreline Zoning Districts governing both
residential and commercial development

•

Forests:
o

•

Open Spaces:
o

•

Creation of Forest Preservation Districts

Encourage use of PA 116

Wetlands and Flood Plains:
o

In areas that are particularly prone to wetlands: the creation special
districts that state the any development of any kind be strictly
controlled.

o

In areas with mixed soils: types of development may be limited or not
possible, given the particular soils conditions.

o

Actively work with the MI Department of Environmental Quality as the
new Floodplain Map is created for Arenac County to ensure local
planning and zoning reflects the new changes.

GOAL: Ensure prime agricultural land is protected and preserved for future generations.
Recommendation:
Preserve and protect agricultural land from haphazard development
•

Encourage the active support for Michigan’s Right-to-Farm regulation.

•

Encourage farmers’ participation in Michigan’s PA116.
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•

Adopt 2 different agricultural zoning districts.


One on prime soils for agriculture use only, with very limited
residential or other uses.


•

The second being the traditional agriculture/rural residential.

Adopt the zoning options for agricultural land preservation suggested by the
Farmland Trust 2009 as presented to the American Planning Association.
o

That now suggests, given that since the 10 acre minimum average
requirement originally thought to discourage residential building
has proved NOT to be an effective deterrent to residential building;
the MINIMUM acreage in these suggested districts is 25 acres.
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Recommendation:
Apply Reasonable Regulations
•

Ensure setbacks, signage and farm-based businesses support local
agriculture.

•

Allow secondary businesses that support agriculture in agricultural zones.

Recommendation:
Avoid Land Use Conflicts
•

Urban growth boundaries and purchase and transfer of development rights
programs.

•

Notify new neighbors that they are moving in next to a farming business.

GOAL: Expand recreation facilities to meet the growing needs of county residents of all
ages.
Recommendation:
Provide for nature-based recreation which includes:
• More public access sites to rivers and Lake Huron, which will also include access
for physically challenged of all ages. This includes:
o

Beach access to Lake Huron, where feasible.

o

Fishing access to county rivers and Lake Huron, where feasible.

o

Actively work with the MI Department of Natural Resources and other
sources in developing grants to acquire such properties.

Recommendation:
• Increase the recreation opportunities for children and teens, which includes, but
not limited to:
o

Creation a of skate park(s)

o

Creation of a center(s) that could house activities such as a Boys and
Girls Club and related activities.

o

Actively work with the MI Department of Natural Resources and other
sources in developing grants to accomplish these activities.
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Goal: Make sure that county services to residents meet their quality of life needs.
Recommendation:
Work with a combination of local agencies and non-profits as well as State and federal
agencies for funding to meet health, personal and social quality of life needs:
Particularly:
•

Create a community center to address the needs of residents of all ages.

•

Work with the above groups in developing other non-traditional ways of delivering
these services.

•

Work toward securing funding sources and in developing grants to accomplish
these activities.

GOAL: Expand new housing where needed, and improve, the current housing stock
within the county in order to improve quality of life for residents.

Recommendation:
•

Work with the MI State Housing Development Authority and other sources do determine
the exact level and location of need such needs;

•

Develop grants to meet those needs.

GOAL: Create a long range Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) for Arenac County.

The County Planning Commission working with input from all appropriate county agencies will
develop a long range Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) for Arenac County.
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PART THREE: Section Two
ARENAC COUNTY COMPOSITE FUTURE LAND USE MAP
Because at the county level, it is the role of the County Planning Commission to suggest and
recommend, rather than to physically set the map of future land uses to its communities, a
composite map was created. This map was created using community master plans, where
available. If no map was found the community’s zoning map was used. Where a map could not
be located, as in Mason and Turner Townships; or where there is no zoning, such as Adams
Township; agricultural soils, wetlands and forest maps were used as a guide.
A composite map means that all levels/kinds of use within a particular land use category are all
classified and mapped one color. Example:
•

All types of residential, with the exception in agricultural districts are classified on the
map with one color: yellow.

•

All districts that are called agriculture, but do not have any substantial regulations on
residential building within the districts are all under Agricultural Residential: white.

•

All commercial areas are all one color: red.

Because the preservation of agricultural lands was the one theme most strongly to come out of
the resident survey, districts identified by their community as specific agricultural preservation
are identified as such.
What is shown is that often there is a patchwork of various levels of land use.
•

This is particularly the case with agricultural-residential districts, agricultural preservation
districts and forest districts, which stop at one township line and have a different use on
the other side of that line.

•

Many times these districts also abut commercial use area.

•

There are many patches of regular residential areas located within an agriculture area.

It is hoped that this map will help individual communities be aware of their neighboring land use
plans when determining uses within their own community.
Because the preservation of farmland, rural character of the County, and its natural beauty; the
following Appendix has several excerpts taken from community master plans indicating how
they are addressing these land uses.
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MAP
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THE ARENAC COUNTY STRATEGIC ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN
GOAL: Attract new businesses to the County and assist existing Arenac County
businesses.

The Arenac County Economic Development Corporation, after careful study of both all the
current economic data and the survey results in this document; have created the following
recommendations as their plan for creating a healthy economic future for Arenac County.
MEMBERS:
Curtis W. Hillman, Chair
Daniel Ratajczak Vice-Chair
Laura Puzzouli, Secretary
Dennis Stowowy, Treasurer
Michael J. Moran III
Patricia Killingbeck
Sheri Leaman-Chase
Deborah Morgan
Jay Jacobs
Joseph Sancimino, County Commissioner Memeber

Recommendation:
Provide for adequate areas for the development of new and expanding commercial and
industrial businesses, the location of which, do not hinder the overall rural character of
the County.
Recommendation:
Build on, and use the County’s assets as economic growing tools:
• Agriculture: Value Added
•

Forests: Value Added

•

Tourism:
o

Develop Arenac County into a “tourist destination”, with a focus including, but
not limited to:


The forests, lake and rivers



The Tribal Casino
•

Develop a good working relationship with the Saginaw
Chippewa Tribe.

Recommendation:
Assist the expansion of existing businesses and industries.
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•

Discover any clusters of businesses within a specific industry and encourage new
like businesses to either start of relocate to, the County.

•

Continue support of current economic gardening projects assisting 2nd stage
businesses within Arenac County.

•

Work toward the removal of state regulations that act as obstacles to creating
businesses and job growth.

•

Work more closely with the county business community in determining their needs,
and carry out the delivery of those needs, where possible.

•

Support a stronger chamber of commerce presence within Arenac County.

Recommendation:
Assist new business start-ups.
•

More actively work with the local MI Small Business and Technology and
Development Center (SBTDC), MI Works! and other organizations that currently
deliver such services.

•

Develop a local network of current and retired business persons that would be willing
to mentor new business entrepreneurs.

Recommendation:
Prepare entrepreneurs of tomorrow
•

Work toward developing entrepreneurial programs/classes for K-12 children such as
Junior Achievement or like programs.

Recommendation:
Create an atmosphere that is attractive to businesses looking to relocate into the area.
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APPENDIX
A. Page 62
Community excerpt samples that refer particularly to preservation of:
Rural Character
Farmland
Natural Beauty

B. Page 63
Complete 2010 Resident Opinion Survey Results
Respondent Social and Economic Characteristics

68

Rating of Arenac County and Their Community

72

Reason for Living in Arenac County

73

Single Most Important
Most Important Reasons When Asked to Rank Reasons
County Business and Economic Development

77

Shopping
Where they Shop for Particular Item/Service

79

What Retail Stores are Most Needed

80

What Services are Most Needed

85

Community Development
Government

89
91

Rating of Services
Level of Funding
Recreation

95
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A. SAMPLE EXCERPTS FROM CURRENT MASTER PLANS:
As Pertain to Survey Results
Au Gres, City of: GOALS 2010
• Preserve the small town atmosphere;
o Concentrate commercial areas and prevent commercial sprawl
o Provide infill residential development adjacent to the Au Gres River.
o Promote residential development that preserves farmlands, wetlands and
open spaces, using creative site plan concepts and cluster development
designs
o Water and sewer be carefully planned.
• Innovative housing developments that retain the rural character of the area.
o Promote innovative land use control mechanisms that promote
clustered/open space residential development;
o Designate areas where concentrations of mobile and manufactured homes may
take place;
o Control distribution and development of residential land uses of all
densities within agricultural and open space areas.
• Preservation of open spaces and wetlands
o Wetlands will be identified and identified as suitable or not suitable for
development.
 Those areas unsuitable for development will be preserved for open
space preservation.
• Make sure adequate land is set aside for future community facilities.
• Allow for recreational facilities and open space development in order to offer a wide
variety of recreational opportunities for youth, seniors and family; including a
community center.
• Ensure a safe and efficient network of streets and roads that includes downtown
pedestrian sidewalks and promotion of non-motorized trails along the Au Gres River.
• Encourage light industrial manufacturing within the City to add stability to the local tax
base and economy.
• Allow a level of retail and commercial development appropriate to meet the existing and
future needs of the community, while providing an adequate supply of goods and
services at a fair price.
• Promote revitalization of downtown Au Gres through the attraction of business and uses
suited to that area.
• Encourage the widest variety of retail and service businesses to locate along the US-23
commercial corridor, outside of downtown Au Gres.
Au Gres Township: GOALS 2004
• To have an orderly development of lands that does not diminish the beauty of its rural
character and landscape.
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Site plan review process, planned developments and special uses shall play a
large role in the Ordinance and its implementation.
o Performance standards shall be written that will provide direction for proper
development.
o Forest/Rural Residential District: Lot sizes are to conform to existing
patterns of ownership and should 20 aces or more.
o General Residential district: lot sizes to be 10,000 to 12,000 square feet and
this be the district where public water and sewers may be extended in the
future.
o Lake Shore Residential District: For the maintenance of the quality of the
beach and lake. Lot sizes shall be large enough for modern septic systems
(one acre minimum) until sewers are installed.
To have a sustainable agricultural base that will continue the opportunity to farm and will
protect the character landscape.
o Establish an Agricultural District where conflicting uses will be
discouraged or disallowed and limited-density residential development and
other rural activities be allowed;
o Encourage land owner participation in PA 116 (State’s Farmland and Open
Spaces Preservation Program);
o Agricultural/rural Residential District:
 Lot size will be a minimum of 10 acres.
To provide opportunities for entrepreneurs to create and do business within the
township.
o Allow home and rural businesses in rural areas that encourage small enterprises
but not be at odds with maintaining the rural character and nature of the
township.
To have the best roads and utilities needed by the township.
o Develop s transportation plan for the township that includes trails, greenways and
other alternative transportation and recreation needs.
o

•

•

•

Clayton: GOALS 2008
• Retain the rural character;
o Use a zoning ordinance that sets out the types of land uses and their
development;
o Ensure high-density uses are limited and located properly;
o Allow and encourage home-based businesses that are compatible with the quiet
rural community.
o Agriculture/ Rural Residential District
o Protect and foster farming where feasible and allow other uses compatible
with farming. Other uses include agriculture and other rural businesses
and residential dwellings and limited to estate-type residential
development.
• Retain the high quality of its natural resources.
o Ensure proper setbacks, buffers and restorations are part of project site
plan reviews;
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Ensure there are greenways and links between natural areas;
Keep high-density and intensity uses from valuable natural resource areas;
Provide for native plant species landscaping as project performance and
development standards.
o Forest Conservation District:
 Of special concern of this district is:
• Health of the forest;
• Maintenance of the river shorelines and river quality.
Develop and maintain a good township road system that includes cooperation the county
and surrounding townships.
Education;
o Work with school districts and community colleges to make sure that the best
education is available to residents of ALL ages.
o Support bond issues and two percent requests where need is appropriate and
there is fiscal responsibility.
Continued development of high-quality health care in and for the region.
o Work with local health providers to ensure that it is helping foster continued
expansion in this area.
Promote the development of a Township Village Center. (Melita )
o
o
o

•
•

•

•

Sims Township: GOALS 2008
• Preserve and Enhance the Natural Resources:
o Preserve the natural features through proper management and protection;
o Enforce blight regulations for both occupied and vacant properties.
o Review blight and zoning regulations for effectiveness.
• Preserve the Township’s productive agricultural lands to the maximum extent
possible.
o Use tools such, but not limited to, the use of PA 116 (State’s Farmland and
Open Spaces Preservation Program);
o Designate the separation of residential and agricultural uses in the Master
Plan.
• Commercial Development should be guided to specific commercially zoned areas
adjacent to US-23.
• Industrial development should include the creation of an industrial park.
• Transportation – Roads
o Develop a coordinated and economical plan for improving local roads;
o Identify public and private roads;
o Research funding through a millage;
o Adopt a private road ordinance to ensure proper design and maintenance.
• Recreation:
o Development of a bike path in the township where it can be used by the most
people;
o Consider the feasibility of providing a public bathing beach and picnic area
that includes looking at utilizing state and federal grant programs;
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o

o

Write a Recreational Plan that includes:
 Creating a public beach access;
 Plan for a boat ramp or updated boat launching facilities
 Trail system for hikers and nature enthusiasts.
Research construction of a senior center.

Standish, City of: GOALS 2005 (new one?)
• Maintain a community that provides the lifelong living needs of both present and future
residents, that will include, initiating open space and recreational opportunities.
Standish Township: GOALS - 2008
• Retain rural character and high quality of its natural resources.
o Use a zoning ordinance that sets types of land uses and development;
o Ensure high-density uses are limited and located properly;
o Keep high-density and intensity uses away from valuable natural resources
o Allow and encourage home-based businesses compatible with rural
community;
o Ensure proper setbacks, buffers, and restorations are part of project site plan
reviews;
o Ensure there are greenways and links between natural areas;
o Provide for native plant species landscaping as project performance and
development standards.
o Forest and Recreation District
 Top concern is forest health, river quality and maintenance of the
bay and its shore lands.
• Maintenance of farming and farm industries.
o Continue to use zoning and planning techniques to protect and
encourage agriculture;
o Encourage land owner participation in PA 116 (State’s Farmland and
Open Spaces Preservation Program);
o Prohibit the expansion of high intensity uses into prime productive
farming areas.
o Agriculture Preservation District
 Protect and foster farming where feasible and allow other uses
compatible with farming. Other uses include agriculture and
other rural businesses and residential dwellings on one acre or
larger parcels.
• Continued provision for needed services and facilities.
o Monitor conditions and plan to meet future needs based on the casino and
associated businesses.
o Review the state of the township hall and its ability to serve the needs of its
residents.
• Continued development and maintenance of a good township road system.
• Establishment of water and sewer systems as necessary and feasible.
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•

•
•

•

Creation of economic opportunities for all, in conjunction with the development of the
Saginaw Chippewa tribal lands.
o Establish planning and zoning regulations that will encourage businesses to
prosper along with the casino to serve township residents
Expansion of recreational activities and educational opportunities for all.
o Prepare a recreation plan
Education;
o Work with school districts and community colleges to make sure that the best
education is available to residents of ALL ages.
o Support bond issues and two percent requests where need is appropriate
and there is fiscal responsibility.
Continued development of high-quality health care in and for the region.
o Work with local health providers to ensure that it is helping foster continued
expansion in this area.

Whitney: GOALS = 1992
• Arrange future land uses that will preserve the natural features, scenic qualities and rural
character of the township.
• Recognize the fundamental importance of agriculture to the economy and character of
the township and seek to preserve and maintain the township’s important farmlands.
o Protect important farmlands from encroachment by incompatible land uses
and discourage conversion to non-farm uses.
o Agricultural Reserve Area: Reserved primarily for farms and farming
operations on soils best suited for agricultural purposes.
 Accommodate limited residential development with frontage on
section-line roads.
 Rural development to occur on soils that are not being farmed or not
well-suited to farming.
 Implications of this is meant to give persons wanting a rural living
can have that option, but not at the expense of farmland and farming
operations.
 Public Recreation and Conservation Areas: include: development should
be prohibited or severely restricted due to their sensitive nature, special
development constraints or because they possess unique natural or
cultural features.
 Shoreline Residential Area
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COMPLETE RESULTS OF 2010 ARENAC COUNTY RESIDENT OPINION SURVEY
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